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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCON, BEXP, XE 

SUBJ: PARTICIPATION OE FSI/TUNIS E/C OEFICERS IN NEA REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL OFFICER'S CONEERENCE, APRIL 3-7, 1978, 

TANGIER 

REE: STATE 285743 

1. THREE E/C OFFICERS STUDYING ARABIC AT FSI/TUNIS AND SLOTTED FOR 
NEA ASSIGNMENTS IN JUNE 1978 WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN SUBJECT 
CONFERENCE, AND HEREBY REQUEST DEPT. CONCURRENCE AND SUBSEQUENT 
ORDERS NECESSARY EOR ATTENDANCE. 

2. RYAN CROCKER, FSO-5, PREVIOUSLY STATIONED AS E/C OFEICER IN 
DOHA, IS SLOTTED FOR THE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE'S POSITION IN CAIRO, 

ETA 6/78. 

3. JAMES LAROCCO, FSO-5, PREVIOUSLY STATIONED IN JIDDA AS COM- 
MERCIAL OFFICER, IS SLOTTED EOR AN E/C POSITION IN CAIRO, 

ETA 6/78. 

4. DENNIS MICHAUD, FSO-6, PREVIOUSLY STATIONED IN KUWAIT AS 
E/C OFFICER, WILL ASSUME COMMERCIAL OFFICER'S POSITION IN 
DAMASCUS, ETA 6/78. 
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5. ALL THREE OFFICERS FEEL THIS CONFERENCE WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO: 1) LEARN ABOUT CURRENT PROBLEMS AND ISSUES EACING 
E/C OFFICERS IN MIDDLE EAST POSTS; 2) TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH 
NEW USDOC AND STATE PROGRAMS RELATED TO OVERALL E/C ACTIVITIES 
IN MIDDLE EAST; 3) TO BE BROUGHT UP TO DATE ON TRENDS REGARDING 
EXPORT PROMOTION, BOYCOTT PROBLEMS, TAXATION, ETC. 
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6. FSI STUDENTS ARE TEMPORARILY REMOVED EROM MAINSTREAM OE MIDDLE 
EAST DEVELOPMENTS, PARTICULARLY REGARDING POSTS THESE OEEICERS 
WILL BE REPORTING TO. SUBJECT CONFERENCE WOULD BE EXCELLENT PRE- 
PARATION EOR DEPARTURE TO POSTS TWO MONTHS HENCE, AND WOULD BE 
IN DIRECT INTEREST OE BOTH USDOC/CAGNE AND STATE/EB. 

7. ESI DIRECTOR APPROVES ATTENDANCE OE THESE STUDENTS AT SUB- 
JECT CONFERENCE. 

MULCAHY 
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